ee pe > Wha oa) hes free yes % 

mB ane ——— " on 

Fatal oe oe OTA af he , ~*~ 
oF 


. . z x 7 . > Ay . 
. ” 2 ao se! » . , A " : i wg al 4 ‘ ~~ ’ har y \ rat ‘ ; : <a m “* ‘ 7 r Ma, -s ha Ar ae | Ai Seat Vy) Pe: on 
- ‘ , wi : , . Soe ‘gd F } re Probe.) . ' if Po fe y a" wa 
* \/ Ae A x, fe! A ? 5 ‘ - $3 ; 
hy ee fs ON ee) | ; é 4 : ; re. BAS Y gue 


TR LE) 
» ie 7 


aay » hae 
wee z hs Kes dee 
- PS ie hae 
: ha 
? - 
Mi "4 Fae 
FT ee 
Ces , Pp 4g 
: WT os y 
fie Pee soe 
C4 
J 
- 
| 5 
Pea B 
‘ z “oe 
¥ ¢ 


e 
7 
‘ 
_ 
. ' 
. 
; 
< at, =. er J 
~ 5 of Fa - - ie Ase >, 
. 24 : . ¢ y . ae - a 
<. 7 ok bt ~eey A . a 
fre Re Se aes re - 
ge tm x 
eee - 
: 


*. ; ay Fae, << 
— ~ oar we (mt, 
~ _* ’ 
. 9 “4 
e* z . } ‘ ; j y : - , s } . ‘ ae r 
. . é ¥ , oe @ é Y . Ae { , bh pA 
| CONFIDENTIAL, : . | | | ie : , 
4 ., ’ . g ; a be ~ : ” : ait 
. a" - , "- shy 
of . . ; on ahs or +t Jw ‘ , i 
p's . ‘ « - a“ * —F oy = he “ Y ; 
: ‘ 4 : a 2 t “_ sia Sie art. Wer p : ‘ 
. r . Y et : oe ? 
‘ : , “ie as wr an ie . ’ 
: > “s ed . oh) ° 
j te . 2 p + ar o 4 
é : q ‘ ' 
« ° s . . ie ‘ 
» ' ' J y I » | | ; i 
e. 4 f i : | 
; ‘ 
’ j j 
go te ‘ ’ ‘  -# = fe, 1 
. : 3 r ‘ Y ; . ass P ; ree: cs 
* - ; at beat 
; - : : * A » > all ° 
' ‘ . a ‘ . Bit yak . 
‘ . W 6 ‘ | ; : 
> : i 2 «4 iw — 
* » - 2 
: © . + 
* : o - . : ‘ - 4 o P x 
‘ « 
rs . 


Boer war | a sée oo - Wanted a © on a river in the 
ce i radccank | a ‘ | Roads in the Howrah district. 
| 7 ee : A railway complaint dea 
s Il.—Homs ApMInisTRation. ! _ Arailway complaint — ant 


ete 


he eee yee 


Bite oe Le Ce 


ra 


| Cow-slaughter in the oe Eengenee district vee OB. ; Insuficient number of post-peons in ‘Midnapore 
_ A complaint against the a ice wo. 8. tet | 


a Police ig ae ve n Ali of Noak eT eee Wh ae a 

admas im pur in he Tineeeh district eee to. | OUTS ERS NEY eae : 
| | the Financial Statement in the news- 
| aS | | rs before its discussion in Council 

(b)— Working of the Courte— oer, Carson Bg ane: 

Mr. Justice Amir Ali in the Noakhali case we 278 
Mr. B. L. Gupta's appointment - 
upe in the clerical establishment of 


u 
. 


h eee : eee eee . 
Teg ORR oom ne er 


The second Subordinate Judge of Comilla sie 
Onapiaints aang the Magistrate and Collector of 


eee ee 


Ms. 3  hegzeed ir Ali at the | hearing of Mr. Rei 


‘The Pennell affair 


. 


~The lesson of the Pennell affair es - 
A cartoon oes : eee oe eee ih ‘ 
(c) —~Jaile— a! | | | ae. Le 


¢ 


" 
. 
4 ‘ é 
. ™ * , 
& " io 
- 5 y 
Zz : 7 ‘ . anes 
é “ ’ od ae BD. ; 
‘ ad ° a r , q 
al Self-Government and M 7 
e)— Loe - , 
. 7 “ we . e , = 3 ’ - 4 
et * $ . - 
. . 
> A : 
* “i 
Trot of Munici cone 
‘ 
“4 ‘ 
me . _ : a 5 - ’ 
> x 4 
‘ ‘ ; oe pie, Ces Ca 
* . ; ; ~ : a + : Cas. er ay . ‘ as : : ” : ye se - ‘% He: ik 
‘e bd . .* y ee - > «a N ray A ‘a tds : z 
» ¥ > ; ~ L “ 
: ad : i : Pe 2, $ : + @ 
. . 7) ‘ : Fe ~ ” ° 
Md : 
“> pe . >. ; : Ss oe . ; 
? ¢ e < . te 3 ie 
‘ ; iss . we ; : : 
; : . f : “ & $ : : ad % 
* s y “ a 7 Md : 
h . : A 3 > oh ~ 
Ey: , 5 > * ae * < Be Oa Oo 
*. be ‘ “ Ld » > . > .¢ 7) y 
e avn ~ 5 > ee , WS ‘ i a? ; i sk - sat q / 
. ¢, 9 ¥ : . : 24 : - : : ‘ , As ar ¥Ee . * y 
~ : S s ¥ ¥ ' : : . 4 “. & . x : ig $2 4 + . fy * +2 : 
“ F : . , . es ’ —_ 3 en* 3 * ¢ . 4 : : > “ : 
‘ : . f , : : : é ' f ele ' We ys a 
ag x . : - : : ; oh says ee dag . R : eae ee ; ‘ t¢ : ‘ 3 ' 1954 
> enau we - "a : . ; o 4 : : : ‘ - Pe i 4 ot BY Oe =o Da Oise h x ere +. : “ - px i ; 
aii ee eee ; ; is hulle : . * a +. . . , : at ‘ a Re AH Ne PO % Sa | R ‘ Fe v + ‘ 
ve SOO Og tte, - 1. - " i 1 al : ia? : - be ibe . , i275 ra tS Sey te v : 7 ‘a ’ > ~ . 
RENNIE ge Rams OR It RE EA AO dla MGA alt 6 eA ARE We ta ORs SEM LE Go DAL Hhnsey iim 4 Bo oe ua poh abiachaiee, diag Sota be es wa BRON Pre mot eieae a or bai sd ‘Serb? ES ek I I COR Mer isa is mk nce ate RO pe onee aedivienes tit hee org er ” Pe + wha tee het. eer oem 
7 : ° 
‘ Pe Orns. Pee Pe ee ae eee mote oe bontirialgd en eneeaape ¢ . 
, a s ete Dae ae New «5 * we a j . ¢ > i 2 wae 2 
ri ss . * 2 COR eee a ee me Ome eh ee peices cepiane Sere sae mn far wns , + it oe xe ne “ ; - ~ 
r 


sate 


* 
"ae ae 


e ~ . : 
ants OF AL Rit I A CS ete 


DIF tg" 


oe eg fe 
DT RAL, gms . 


< 


“ng 368 
+E Seer gen 


tee tee 


Pe... VF 


gh PR OR 


—wyes Ao 
zy ea hie 2 


ee PX 


”% 


’ 


ad 


hy 


BA 
My 


eh ey am 


ae 


<a EPI 


2 IRR A 


{ow inet Alor 


owe 


BA BA GUGE A EO DRE SOA GIRS atm \ 
> 


ond 
* 


\ 


Ph oe ES 
* 


ae 


AE Pts: 


* 


~o 


Rain nese ete =p 
* 


‘ete ss ¥ 
SOOT tte bon ban Antetld tech 
: ‘ ‘ 7, oe 
REMUS pc Ste “Pade CG 2 aria 


wearer 


y " i 2 3 ae ¢ ¥ C j p ‘a it: me Visa had ps = 
5 ele a Te pater ‘ eet Pte * Tr. Me we ‘Yer — \ Rhee OSes. aes hep Setyien 8 (hes wt riepes jap lnkpighisigt i 4 : -. v i . O petre } \ a . ¢ 
ae 2 ‘. A ree , : ; : = . s . ‘ pein mc seer ¢ 
ee . tions RET a va e a a 5 tise QTE 


eae ae 


é x Myf part > 


I.—Forericn Pouitics. 


| na-t ablul Mateen Calcutta of the Sth «A il says 
oe faseamanas from the  cliinese al which the rs are 


——— still fighting against tho English, it appears that so 
long as there will be one Boer on the field, the fighting Mid not a kag 


ly rejected Lord Kitchener’s offer of peace. 
eo ' Boers "cata ‘ lay any blame at the door of the En 


peace. 


glish, who are now for 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


9. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priyz-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 
8rd April says that on the occasion of the last 
ona. ag in the 26-Par- Paly.id festival the Musalmans of Naihati and the 
ra seein | neighbouring places in the 24-Parganas district 
submitted a petition to the Magistrate of that district _ g for permission 
to slaughter cows. ‘The Magistrate eeccag ry, @ local investigation and 
rmitted the petitioners to slaughter cows at ebhog, a village one mile east of 
Naihati. Considering that the slaughter of cows is not an essential ceremony in 
the festival, and that the purpose may be equally well served by the sla hter 
of animals like goats, &c., it is not nght for the Musalmans to wound Himda 
feeling by insisting on cow-slaughter, nor is it right for the Government to 
ermit it. It was the indiscretion and shortsightedness of the officials which 
fed a few years ago to serious riots between Hindus and Musalmans in the 
North-Western Provinces over the slaughter of cows,. and it is feared lest the 
same thing should happen in Bengal. ‘I'he permission given to the Musalmans 
of Naihati has created a panic among the Hindus. If the Magistrate thought 
it necessary to permit cow-slaughter, he should not have selected Debhog, 
which contains a larger Hindu than Musalman population, as the place where 
cows might be slaughtered. The tank near which cows will be killed is used by 
a very large number of Hindus, who will not touch its water if it is polluted bi 
the Musalmans, and that will be hard for the Hindus, The viliage Salita, one 
mile from Debhog, is the fittest place where cow-slaughter might be permitted, 
and neither Hindu nor Musalman could object to it. It is hoped the Lieutenant- 
Governor, who has been memorialised on the subject, will give the Hindus 
the redress they have prayed for. 
3. ‘T’he same paper complains that the Tangail Police in the Mymensingh 
8 tninhtes eaten Os Gee district is holding out threats of punishment to 
nelle. — illiterate people in order to make them wear black 
ribbon round their wrists as a mark of mourning 
for the death of Her late Majesty. The Police should know that loyalty 
cannot be evoked or stimulated by intimidation. 
4, The Sanjivans | Calcutta) of the 4th April says that out of his 26 years’ 
The Police Sub-Inspector SCVIC® in the Police Department the Sub-Inspector 
Osmam Ali of Noakhali. Usman Ali has spent 25 years in the Noakhali 
i‘ ; district. In answer to the Hon’ble Babu - Surendra 
Nath Banerj i's question on the subject, Mr. Buckland said that the rule is that a 
police officer is not to be kept in a station for more than five years, and Osman 
4 As in any ona for eee we five years. This answer pee 
out of consideration the quéstion of Osman Ali’s 25 years’ service in 
native district, Noakhali. ’ aig , 
do. A correspondent of the Tripura Hitaishi [Tippera] of the 9th April 
pe be writcs as follows:— et ae 
‘one ee A gang of budmashes have made their appear- 
ance in the village of Balurhat, in Chandpur. Some 


family or other is oppressed by them almost every night. But the wonder is, 


none of the villagers try to check them, Every one witnesses in silence the 
insult and oppression to which his neighbour is subjected. The outrages on 
women, so common in the Mymensingh district, have spread to this village too. 
The attention of the Joint-Magistrate of Chandpur is drawn to this matter. — 
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(6)— Working of the Courts. 


6. The Charu Mthir (Mymensingh] of the 2nd April says that the High 
cae, Court would have acted more prudently. with 
‘a = —- Ameer Ali in the secard to Mr. Pennell if it had charged him with . 
ye contempt of Court, and thereby given him an 
opportunity of explaining himself before that Court. _ Mr. Justice Ameer Ali 
seems to be showing undue leaning towards those who have been convicted by 
Mr, Pennell in Noakhali, Questions which counsel for the accused persons 
petitioning the High Court against Mr. Pennell’s decision did not venture to put 
to the Court were extracted from them by the Court itself asking them leading 
questions, Theundue favour which is being shown to accused persons, the hasty 
and hurried suspension of Mr. Pennell and other legal irregularities which have 
marked the Noakhali affair have had the effect of undermining the people’s 
confidence in the Eigh Court. 
7. The Békas { Barisal} of the 2nd April writes as follows:— 
fa The Indians are transported with joy even 
Mr. B. L. Gupta's appointment. when they find their legitimate claims recognised b 
Government. Mr. B. L. Gupta had the best claims to a Judgeship of the Hi 4 
Court, and yet his claims had been ovorlooked so long simply for the crime of 
colour. Lord Curzon is a lover of justice, and by doing justice to Mr. Gupta 
he has given effect to the famous Proclamation of the late Queen. Although 
it is not a case of any special favour, still we are glad beyond measure. May 
God bless Lord Curzon. We have every hope that he will soon earn the 
gratitude of the entire population by making Mr. B. L. Gupta’s appointment a 
permanent one. og : 
%, In continuation of its former article on a clerical appointment in the 
High Court (see Report on Native Papers for 6th 
April, paragraph 14), the Sré Srt Vishnu Priya-o- 
Ananda Bazar Patrika | Calcutta] of the 3rd April 
gives the names, ages and dates of promotion to the present grades of ten 
clerks on more than Ks. 60 a movth who have been superseded by Mr. Cooper. 
The favouritism of Mr. Chapman, the late Reyistrar, led to a similar 
jobbery in the English’ Department. ‘Two posts having fallen vacant in that 
department, one of them was given to a man named Jatindra Nath Mukharji, 
who used to teach Mr. Chapman Bengali. Babu Jatindra Nath was appointed 
as a temporary copyist onthe Stamp Departmentin August last. In September, 
through Mr. Chapman’s favour, he was appointed a copyist in the Judicial 
Department, and six or seven months later got the present post of Ks. 50— 


Rs. 70, over the heads of eighteen or nineteen copyists of nine or ten years’ 
standing. 3 | 


9. The same paper ‘notices with regret that feelings are gradually 

The Fifth Munsif of Comill becoming increasingly strained between the native 
. “eer wom* judiciary and the native bar in the mufassal. Some 
time ago there were high words between Babu Jnanendra Nath Pal, Subdivisional 
Officer of Katwa, inthe Burdwan district, and a mukhtar. Again, there was an 
exhibition of ill-feeling made by Babu Jnanendra Lal Lahiri, Subdivisional 
Officer of Thakurgaon, in the Dinajpur district, and Pabu Lalit Mohan Sen, a 
local pleader. The matter went so far that the pleader sued the Subdivisional 
Officer for damages amounting to Rs..6,000 for defamation, A Comilla corre- 
spondent has now informed the writer that on the 22nd March last, the Fifth 
unsif of that place ordered Babu Janaki Nath Guha, a pleader, to remain 
waiting in the court till a case in which he had’ been engaged should come on 
for hearing. The pleader submitted that as the Munsif was hearing another 
case, and as he himself had.a case in the Judge’s Court, he might be permitted 
to go away and that he would come back when his case would be called on. But 
the Munsif refused to give him permission, and made him wait in his coutt. 
The Munsif is not on good terms with other pleaders also. | 


10. The Comilla correspondent of the same paper complains that Babu 
The second Subordinate Judge Desh Chandra Sen, the new second Subordinate 
Comilla. “ge Judge of the place, is an extremely hasty officer. 

He snatches away records from the hands of 
pleaders if they take up much time of the Court. | 


Supersession in the clerical 
establishment of the High Court. 


of 
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} [Chi of the 4th April makes the following com-. Srom; 

- metic nha Sag against thie Magistrate and Collector of Apri 4th, 2001. 
Complaints against the Magis- (i444 gong :— - f 
ee ee ee (1, The case of the — — pat seamen 

eer een hushed up by the police, and repeated applications of 
eek ead pent 1 the Hagistvato have failed to draw his attention to the — | 
~— Persons desiring to take copies of settlement papers have to pay for 
the printed forms as well as for each printed letter in the heading of the 
forms. Tees for the service of notices for se pep bs of settlement expenses -— 
: n persons without serving them on those persons. a 
= 3) Creat “idelaee is being o-idan. in the work of the settlement of the —. 
waste lands in estates under the Court of Wards. 
(4) The Collector is not careful in looking after the interests of the 
Government in the khas mahals even, 
(5) Former Collectors used to receive revenues of defaulting mahals on ~ 
any day previous to their sale on the payment of excess fees of 8 annas or one 4 
rupee. But the present Collector charges two or three rupees in such cases. 
This proves a source of great hardship to owners of petty mahals. 


Mr. Lee, the Magistrate and Cullector of Chittagong, 1s guided solely by 
the advice of his subordinaies, ana he is altogether deaf to any complaints 
which may be made against them. 


12. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 5th April says that Mr. Reily’s pleader Samay, 
.... felt extremely diffident when, at the hearing,of pri stn, 1901 
horiug of Me, Rolls ral.” ~Mr. Reily’s rule in the High Court, he made a 
20 r. Reily’s rule. : ; . ) . 
fresh application for staying proceedings, because 
he saw that with the discharge of the original rule on the accused’s own e. 
showing that there was no necessity for a transfer of the.case from Noakhali 
owing to Mr. Pennell’s removal from that place, there was clearly no necessity 
for such an application. The pleader, however, felé encouraged when 
Mr. Justice Ameer Ali asked him—*“ What is ycur application?” He prayed 
that the case against Mr. Reily might be postponed till the appeal in a 
the murder case had been disposed of. But even then he did not venture to - 
give out his real intention—which was to make an application to withdraw the a 
charges against Mr. Reily. But Mr. Ameer Ali put him in the way of .explain- 
ing his mind by saying: ‘‘I think you want to postpone the rule for a substantive 
application.” But what ground had the Judge to arrive at this conclusion? 
At the stage at which Mr Reily’s case has arrived, an accused person is seldom | 
allowed to make an application for the withdrawal of the charges against him. eg 
But Mr. Ameer Ali’s kind treatment of Mr. Reily’s pleader so encouraged the q 
latter that he did not hesitate to make an application of that nature. And his 
application was granted. It is to be hoped that the High Court Judges will 


in future show similar kindness to the pleaders of all accused persons. 

__ After granting the application of Mr. Reily’s pleader, Mr. Justice Ameer 
Ali, as if to show how very kind he was, enquired if anybody on behalf of the 
culprits in the murder case was present in the Court. ‘That being not.the date 
for the hearing of the appeal in tbat case, it was inexplicable why the Judge 
made such an enquiry. No such enquiry is ever made by the Honourable 
Judges of the High Court in regard to a case not on the day’s board. From 
the enquiry, it therefore became apparent that Mr. Justice Ameer Ali expected 
some one to be present in his Court. Why, again, did the Judge ask the 
pleader, who stood up in response to his first enquiry, if he had any application 
tomake? There must be some mystery underlying the whole affair. The 
unusual kindness which Mr. Justice Ameer Ali has been showing to Mr. Reil 
and the convicted men in the murder case, against all practice of the High 
Court, has, indeed, filled everybody with astonishment. It is rumoured that 
on the morning in question the pleader in the murder case had been sett 
for by the Deputy Registrar and requested to make an application, on the 
ground of the paper-book not being printed, for a postponement of the hearing 
of the appeal till after the Easter holidays. Mr. Justice Ameer Ali’s enquiry 


coming after this naturally makes people infer that there is some mystery in 
the affair. pet Zz par 
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13. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th April has the following :—. 
The Pennell affair | he Hon’ble Surendra Nath Banerjee put 
: " -—s gome embarrassing questions in the Council. ie 
asked whether or not Government had consulted legal opinion before 
temporarily suspending Mr. Pennell; and if not, whether it was going to do, it 
now. If Government were tu answer these questions, it would find itself 


placed in a great predicament. Error and conceit so much blinded the 


authorities, and resentment so far made them lose all self-possession that when 
suspending Mr. Pennell they had no time to consider whether their action was 
legal or illegal. The newspaper agitation over the Noakhali affair was getting 
more and more powerful; so, there was no other way left but to punish the 
refractory Mr, Pennell—the root of all mischief. Now-a-days it is the policy of 
Government to keep up its prestige by screening the real offenders, and to 
regard as offenders those who make unpleasant disclosures. Then again, it would 
have puzzled even a Gladstone to answer the questions put by Mr. Banerjee 
regarding the further measures which the Government intended to adopt 
against Mr, Pennell, and regarding the promotion given to Mr, Bradley so soon 
after the censure passed on him by Government, Consequently the best 
answer that could be given in this case was ‘“‘ Government decline to answer 
at present all questions regarding Mr. Pennell or his judgment.” We do not 
know when Government will be. prepared to answer these questions and when 
we shall be able to understand its proceedings in these matters. However, 
Government has not availed itself of the opportunity afforded to it by 
Mr. Banerjee to remove all wrong impressions regarding its action in the 
Pennell case from the public mind. So, for various reasons, our first impressions 
about the proceedings of the executive authorities in this case are gradually 


ae | ground. eta? 
The action of the exegutive authorities apart, the firm faith which. the 
people had in the High Court so long is decreasing. The days of Sir Barnes 
Peacock are gone. When shall we see an independent High Court again? 
Will the past repeat itself, or will recommendation, wire-pulling and brow- 
beating go on unchecked? This is what is troubling the public mind at this 
moment. We are surprised to see the action of the High Court in the Pennell 
case, Is it that well-known High Court? Is this the highest court in the 


country, @ court, that is, of which the Chief Justice is found wiring instructions 


, to a judge subordinate to its authority as to the way he should decide, and of 


which the judges are found only too willing to extract statements from only 
one party to a case? 


What appears a great mystery is that the words of the High Court judges 
are conflicting. According to Mr. Pennell it was the Chief Justice who called 
for the records. But on the 27th March Mr. Justice Ameer Ali and Mr. Justice 
Pratt said that it was they who had done this, The first order of the Chief 
Justice bore the name of Mr. Chapman. Messrs. Chapman and Sheep- 
shanks went with the second order. But it is very difficult to. discover who 
gave the order and to whom, what order was disobeyed and how. 


Mr. Justice Ameer Ali and Mr. Justice Pratt said that they had intended 
to proceed against Mr. Pennell for contempt of Court, but such a course was 
unnecessary now that he was na “peg by Government. But Government 


says that it suspended Mr. Pennell on the recommendation of the High Court. 
How to reconcile these conflicting statements ? | 


Was ever before the Registrar or any other officer sent to a District Judge 
to fetch the records of a case? What was the date the submission of the 
records before which would not have laid Mr. Pennell open to the charge of 


insubordination? When the Chief Justice was not trying the case himself, 
what did he want the records for? | 


__ The other day Mr. Justice Ameer Ali showed unusual kindness to Mr. 
Reily’s pleader and asked him in a suggestive manner if he wanted to apPy for _ 
an order staying all proceedings against Mr. Reily. The plcader, of course, 
took up the hint and made a fresh application to that effect after a while. 
: Mr. Justice Ameer Ali also enquired if any one was applying on behalt 0: 

the convicted persons ‘in the case for a similar order. The case was not yet — 
on the list, the paper book too was not ready. Under such circumstances 00 


$i. : Phys" ena ; . es y Anas? ay Lea's eter : . ne4 ; : 
) s + i 


ee ae 


® &® 


mae ‘ j 

: ‘ig » bASy he es See ee ah naar ara ES Si 

> . x DL . ; ay ge . : s . 

f ( ae ey 

f Pe. 4 coe 
A >» 


i is y, - 


Se eget os pees aia ae ROG SE ahr ema ROD 
3 RS Pima | RaN ES aie 7 sa hE eng 
Stheie so SS Seo Sek tee pett oka } he ek 

’ PRO es te Reg 


ry, eS 
eet 


4 Sie ey oF 
. "St Me. Pk ce: 
i sien dey neem 
By lato ay Tapes Lr 
ek 


” , ££» ry 
Ooi tee ag pes 
* Po gece ¥ 7 Mie 4 
¥; me Oe bey ch ee 
i, at Se 7 eee ; - aN 


ister eS? . 


‘Some say that Mr. Pennell has not 
ustice; others hold he hes done gre 
sing , 
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Francis. . the hearts of the people of Bengal by their 
ness and impartiality, but that the steps taken by them in the P 
Jed people to think that they have only a fairexterior, © = * 
“15; The Prativasi (Calcutta) of the 8th April contains a cartoon in 
: | the Executive are represented as wolves and the © oe 
a scence Judiciary as sheep with a dog which is meant-for . % 1 


‘ 


Mr. Pennell tied with a chain to the foot of the sheep. ‘The letter-press which _ 
is in English runs as follows. 6 Ps ig ot ee, ee 


. é . ; : ») a5 


Ra iace THE PENBELL OASE. © ee 


. » op > -" 2 : ? ; 
. . sad 2 > 4 x, KS 
. 2 : * is " _ 4. 3 
» * ayes 
, J as ht . Seas 3: 
- , f . : : S 


Once on a time, the Wolves sent an embassy to the Shee 
there might be peace between them for the time to come. ‘:Why, 
‘should we be for eyer waging this deadly strife? Those wicked 


the root of all; because 'they are incessantly barking at us, and provoking us ie 
Send them away, and there will be no longer any: obstacle to our eterua ee - 


friendship and peace.” The rig Bai listened, the Dogs were dismissed, 
the ‘flock, thus deprived of their best protectors, became an easy prey to the tek 
treacherous enemy. ee ae a 
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16. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th April has the following ape ts te . sei se 
pee eae e About 14 or 15 years ago.a Bengali youth pao. = — 
_. in pane A in the sdminisra- named Tincowrie Pal murdered a prostitute, under 


; 


of 


: ntictible: Bete ee tee ee se 
Hundreds of respectable Bengalis petitioned the Lieutenant-Governor for the _ oe 


commutation of the sentence but'to no purpose. But such is the difference oe 


colour that a white man escapes capital punishment even if he commits. double >. oe 
murder. In 1888, a private named William Granj murdered two Burme : a Se 


ladies of Barnard Meo near the Ruby Mines in Burma. He was sentenced to i 
death, but the Calcutta High Court commuted the sentence to one of transporta a 
tion for life. He has lately been released after 13 years’ imprisonment, but has | ee 


been ordered to leave this country. He enriched himself by working in. the oS 
Rangoon jail. A man guilty of double murder escaped capital punishment and a 
is now allowed to . g° home with a large fortune! But in the case of Tincowrie blo 
Pal'who murdered a prostitute under the influence of wine.and whose loss sw aS 


ruined a whole family, the authorities turmed'a deof cat tovtho prayer of = 
hundreds of respectable Bengalis! Such is the inequality in the administra. _ a a 
tion of justice caused by the difference of colour! = = §.§ ##=° |... ee a 
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- 17. The Sansodhini [Chittagong] of. the 20th March say 
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19. ‘Ihe Navayug (Caleutta 
papi sd ui oe e names of the new members of the 


ae Central Text-Book Com- T'ext-Book Committee were published in the last 


-  Oaleutta Gazette. Government has deprived the 
Text-Book Committee of all real power and the members, who are mere 


puppets, will, henceforward haye to simply carry out its orders. . It is doubtful 


whether or no the non-official members of the Calcutta Committee will be able 


to discharge their duties honestly and independently. — 


Dawa Gaserrs, 
April 8th, 1901. 


Examination centres in the 20. The Dacca Gazette | Dacca] of the Sth 
mufaseal. April has the following in English :— : 


- Mourassan Exaumation CEnTREs. 


The University Examinations are over. An unususlly large number of 


candidates appeared this year for the F, A. and B. A. Examinations at 


the Jocal centre. The examinations were carried on in all the . three 


Government institutions around the Victoria Park. The services of all the 


Professors and teachers of Government and private institutions were requisi- 


nee 
arty 


tioned, As usual, no one was paid for superintending these examinations, 
those who came from the interior being excepted. Formerly none of. the 
superintendents used to be paid. But those who come from the mufassal made 
out a strong case in their favour inasmuch as they were required to pay out 
of their pocket all the expenses incurred for staying at Dacca during the 
examination days for rendering gratis service to the University, The Syndicate 
engage! Ak opie and the mufassalites are now paid at the rate of Rs. 3 per 

iem. Candidates are required to pay per head. Rs. 10 for the, Entrance, 


Rs. 20 for the F,A., and Rs. 30 for the B. A, Examinations, respectively. 


These fees are to cover all the examination expenses. In Calcutta, the superin- 
tending officers are paid. At least so we have heard. But a sharp line of 
demarcation is drawn between the Calcutta and the mufassal superintending 
officers for-reasons best known to the authorities. In the mufassal again some 
distinction is made between the local men and thdse who come from the 
interior.. The local-mufassal men are never paid, It is supposed that they 
are over head and: ears in love with superintending work. Or perhaps the 
Moffassil centres have been opened for their especial benefit. It is a wor k of 
love with them. ‘Then why shall they be paid ? Or is it a fact that the work 
done by the loc#l-mufassalites, we beg to be excused for using such a word, 18 
ofavery different nature and cannot for a moment stand comparison. with 
the work done by their Calcutta confreres ? But year after year their services 
are requisitioned and, if they fail to give satisfaction in the minutest degree to 
the local authorities, they are brow-beaten. They must consider themselves 
fortunate if they can escape so easily. Is it-to be expected that, men will 
render. services ungrudgingly and satisfactorily if they are not paid, not even 
thanked in mere words? 'T’o‘be shut up in a room for six hours: every day.in 
peal, Bet sand with 20 to 40 candidates or more in the same room with 
an 


up and.down 4 3 ing paper to the candidates 


t, is opm 


Qn y ‘are not. 


the Calcutta superintending rivilege ? No 
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began their experiment in the direction of reform in right earnest in the mufassal. 
We oes with the authorities in thinking that mercenary spirit has 
been spreading fast in the land and that 1¢ 1s high time not only to teach but 
to carry out in practice altruistic doctrines. The sooner the better. Real 
progress can never be made by the people of a country unless they become 
steeped in altruistic doctrines from the rer beginning of their career. But 
why not in this laudable work with the Syndics themselves? We have 
been assured that if any one of them condescends to be an examiner he will be 
so very egotistic as to a paid for the trouble he takes. But then you know it 
is a world where inconsistencies of all sorts prevail. 

21. The Tripura Hitatshé (Tippera | of the 9th April has the follow- 

ing :— 

An objectionsble text bor. . A text-book in English written by an English- 
man contains the following‘ The Hindus rarely hunt the tiger, or even fire 
on him. They let him prowl about their houses and carry away their cattle 
and even their children! But wherever Europeans go thev strive to rid the 
country of such dangerous animals.” The author perhaps is unaware of the 
existence of the Arms Act in this country, which in most casés prevents the 
natives from using arms. Is it possible that the author is willingly magnifying 
the greatness of Europeans? The educational authorities should consider the 
advisahility of placing such a book in the hands of the boys. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminisiration. 


22, The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh' of the 2nd April says that although 
Water-scarcity in the Mymen- there is great scarcity of water in the Mymensingh 
singh district. | ’ district, yet the District Board and the Local Boards 
are doing almost nothing to remove it, but the suffering of the people is so 
acute that the local authorities should promptly attend to the matter. : 


23. The Anusandhan | Calcutta) of the 3rd April has the following :— 
a ce We hear of a Municipal Corportion in Calcutta, 
Pascoe si of the Municipal but when we see the wretched condition of the 
— town we are inclined to be sceptical as to its exist- 
ence. Filth is increasing in the town with the spread of plague. Dead rats 
and other animals in various stages of decompusition, heaps of stinking refuse, 


and beddings of plague-patients are constantly met with in the streets, and 
yet the Municipal authorities are not up and doing. 


24. The Medint Bandhav [Midnapore | of the 3rd April says that the want 
of proper accommodation causes great suffering to 
A ete Pound in the Midna- the animals confined in the pound in the village of 
pore district. Uda: s ° oy 
yagan] in the Midnapore district. _ 
25. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] -of the 
Water-scarcity in the mufassal. 3rd ag writes as follows  , ‘ 
ae e have been long receiving complaints about 
a severe water scarcity in the mufassal. The tanks have all dried up, and even 
the little water that remains in some of them has become so dirty as to be unfit 
for drinking. Cattle are dying in large numbers for want of fodder and drinking 
water and the scarcity of water has brought even all agricultural operations 
almost to a standstill. The severest suffering is, indeed, prevailing in the 
mufassal. 
The Hindu kings considered it a sin to allow their subjects to starve or 
suffer from the want of drinking water. They, therefore, made ample provisions 
for supplying the people with food or water whenever the want of either was felt, 
Those kings had not to keep up large armies and incur other heavy military 
expenditure. Their treasury was, therefore, always full, and they could spend 
any amount necessary for the benefit of their subjects. 
But the times are changed. India is now ruled by a foreign power. The 
present rulers, coming as they do from a cold country, cannot probably realise 
the hardsbip and suffering which are caused to the people of this hot country 
by the want of a sufficient supply of water, or they would retrench or 
postpone expenditure on other heads in order to remove water scarcity. 


Sitting in Calcutta, where we are supplied with pure filtered water, it is 


not easy for us to imagine the quality-of the water which the mufassal people 
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have to:drink during ‘the hot months of the year. It‘is difficult ’to distinguish — 
the water they drink. from liquid mud. “This ‘is the water in which'the 
villagers: bathe and wash their -clothes and domestic utensils and which they 


themselves as well as:their cattle drink. And the result-is that large numbers 
fall -victims to cholera. The British Government, which is ¢harged with ‘the 


-protection of :their lives and: , pays no heed ‘to the loss of life which 
S thus caused, and says sites lve all you ‘want ; ‘if you suffer, that is 
your:own fault.” Yes, Government has given the people of ‘India the precious 
privilege of local self-government, and is it not, therefore, unreasonable for 
them, who are in possession of such a privilege, to complain and bother'the 
Government ? : a : 

But Government and everybody else ‘know fully well what this institu- 
tion of Indian local self-government really is. Government wants the District 
Boards to remove:the prevailing water scarcity, though the incomes of those 
bodies ere not at oll adeneane for meeting the cost of such a gigantic under- 
taking. Another party to whom the ‘Government appeals for the removal of 
water scarcity isthe rich men-and zamindars. If Government knew their 
real condition it would not make this appeal to them. The condition of 
zaminders depends onthe condition of their raiyats. And where should the 
zamindars and the so-called rich men get money when the circumstances of the 
common people are such ‘that they can with difficulty earn a bare livelihood. 
and can scarely meet the zamindar’s demand of rent and the money-lender’s 
demand of interest even by selling off their domestic utensils? To make 
matters worse, the zamindars and rich men are required to put down their 
names on every subscription list that is issued. To-day oe must subscribe 
to the famine fund; to-morrow they must show their loyalty by subscribing 
to some other fund. It is said that the police huve been. entrusted with the 
work of collecting subscriptions in the mufassal for the Victoria Memorial 
Fund. But will it be possible for people, who die in numbers of cholera for 
want of good drinking water, and who can scarcely get one meal a day, to 
subscribe to this fund in order to show their luyalty ? 

Government advises the people, when they are parched with thrist, to 
go to the District Boards. But the people know that the District Boards are 
a vast desert, a pure mirage without a drop of water. 

26. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 4th April says that every year cholera 

-Fages violently among the pilgrims who go to 
bathe in the Brahmaputra on the occasion of the 
| Budhastami festival, Government derives a good 
income from the festival, and a portion of this should be devoted to the 
making of sanitary arrangements for the benefit of the pilgrims. Ever since 
the celebration of the last Shib-Chaturdasi festival diseased pilgrims are dying 
in Shitakundu for want of: proper medical ‘treatment and good shelter. A 
suitable in-door and out-door hospital with a cholera ward attached to it should 
" oonetruntes in Sitakundu to check the virulence and prevent the spread of 
cnoiera. | | nee 
27. The Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 5th April says that though plague 
‘The conservancy of the native 2. reBiNs With great virulence in Calcutta, the 
qusitess of Oslontee. native quarters of the town are kept in an extremely 
filthy condition. The native rate-payers do not 
grudge the European rate-payers the cleanliness of their quarter. But is it 
right that the health and comfort of the native rate-payers should be so grossly 
overlooked by the Municipality ? . The natives do not fear to die; they are 
prepara. to die in numbers. But may not the contagion gradually spread 
to the European quarter? ‘The Municipality should indeed di its whole 
energy towards keeping the town clean, even if it has to postpone other works 
and retrench expenditure on other heads in order to do this. AF OS EA ee 
_ 28. The #rativast (Calcutta) of the 8th April, referrmg ‘to a case of 
Teysont  Saeetion Tt 

In these hot days the sufferings scaused by water svarcity to thousands of 
men and eattle know no bounds. Is it not the duty of Government to remove 
this unbearable distress? ‘The financial condition of the Bengal Government 
us prosperous this year, but what steps -has it taken to remove this grievance 
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pilgrims. 


. eee - ~~ oo SE a be _ ” a ya 


f tot Ur ike 2 a .- oF ea 4 1 D mF Pt . 5 as - 
v3) OP RIE AE PER SEA A SNC CHLY POR eh ee sig tae aie A. “a te Sy MRE, GA RT, ~ Psiie™ 
“, , 77% z a : + 4> re Si awk yep Pr 2 gh 
‘ oe tae TO aP he SED, Ce Os RO ig eee reer: hs HY ed etd aa) 
DF Tye aC AE rn 4 ORM 2 noe thee 03 4p Ae eR ay b/s tia : v4 +] é > ieee es ” 
t : f é ™ Va Tiare Pa bo ale ICN IO at aan aa oye 7 Be Sates 28 : 


( 285.) 


of its poor subjects? The roads in the mufassal are not an indispensible. 

necessity to them, and yet Government is very much anxious to make roads, 
Such roads may be of use to the Magistrates and other officials wh ride | 
bicycles when they make tours of inspection, but to the people drinking water 

is far’ more essential than roads.. What will they: do with roads: who do not get 

water to quench their thirst ? Woe to the country whose rulers are indifferent 
to the distress of their subjects! What country could be more miserable than 
that where one is compelled to steal water to quench one’s thirst. The Bengal 
Government boasts of a. surplus -in its revennes and spends.a portion of it to 
help the cultivation of sugarcane for the benefit of indigo planters, but 1t seems 
unwilling to remove the distress of those who by the sweat of their brow 
contributed towards that surplus! No question relating to the distress of the 
people caused by water scarcity finds a place in the budget for consideration 


d discussion. ee ve | 
54: 29. The Bankura Darpan ‘ Bankura] of. the 8th April says that the water Bawcvrs Dasrar, 


: of the tank known as nutan pukur in Bankura town = April 8th, 1901. 
A bad tank in Bankura town. }5, become quite .undrinkable and extremely 
unwholesome. The local municipality should soon undertake its re-exeavation. 

80. <A correspondent of the Bangabhume [Calcutta] of the 9th April says  Bavaasuomr, 

that although there sre water-worka at, Howrah  4?r! %b, 1901. 
Insufficient water-supply 12 the supply of filtered water.is very insufficient. 
= In last winter water could be had during all 
hours of the day and night. But in these hot days, when the demand for 
water is greater, the supply -is stopped from 12 noon to 4 P.M.—the hottest 

portion of the day! - | 
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(y)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


31. The Sansodhini | Chittagong ] of the 29th March says that the want of = samsonuim, 
| _. @ bridge on the river Magdai in the Chittagong Mer. 20th, 1901. 
he Gnas & bridge onariverin district causes great inconvenience to the people of 
wine the locality. Mr. Lee, Collector of the district, 
once saw the place and promised that he would soon have the want supplied, 
but the promise seems to have been forgotten. 


32. A correspondent T = Sre 1. vag’ A a pe y wy ar Sar Sar Visawo 
see ulcutta | of the 3r ws the attention Roni sate 
Roads in the Howrah district. of the local authorities td the miserable condition Parmms, 
of the narrow road which runs from Bagnan to the Syampur thana in the 4?" Sr, 1001. 
Howrsah district, and the necessity of constructing bridges over the large 
number of irrigation canals which intersect the road. The road from Mugka- 
lyan to Syampur has been cut in many places by cultivators for the purpé 
of making channels through which to take water to their lands. Many. people 
have also encroached upon this road. - | | 
The people of Bagnan memorialised the authorities for the construction 
of a new road from the Bagnan station to the Bautuler ghat on the Midnapore 
canal, but Mr. Duke as Chairman of the Howrah District Board refused the 
prayer. Considering that such a road would confer a boon on the people of 
Bagnan and the neighbouring villages, the District Board should not grudge 
the expense that its construction would entail. | 
33. The Hitavadi aaa of the 5th April has the following :— Hiea van, 
he sufferings of the third class passengers April sth, 1901. 
at the Howrah station are really heartrending. 
Owing to the large number of passengers and the small number of carriages, 
the narrowness of the passage leading to the platfrom and the oppressions 


committed on the passengers by the railway un , the station does not 
seem to be situate within the jurisdiction of the aan Girreconsent, Bribery 
is in full swing there, and the oppressions by the police and the ticket-collectors 
beggar description. If the Lieutenant-Governor visits the station incognito 
any, day at 11 p.m., when the 7 up-train leaves it, he will see with his own eyes 
the sufferings of the third class passengers, and will never be able to forget 
the sight. Nothing can be more orable than to see the poor subjects 
suffering at the hands of an avaricious company during the administration of 
Sympathetic rulers like Lord Curzon and Sir John Woodburn. 


_ A railway complaint. 


r ¥ J : ~ 
Rag tA LEE SIL Se The 


a et ae hee ee ae Pani Poe xt 
3 a CS  eLeON OLe ; 
eo ae ee er mar camming 
sertah is gt & edits, Esai h ciehake Cetin cena . 


ry » ee. co se ee i ase es. | Ss so ms 10 £4 Bae ob ae CSRS Oe OR wr eee, - mA Cs ee ee ees RA =A oS 
. ooF pu eatiaREA Spey Bi eal, Lota BEBE Es biel x“ we 9 3 he Ce ee PSOE Se SFR NG J ‘ p . rteees ¥tbeX - ; jie ’ Se ee fe ee ste ie leet Road : a 
7 _ - . . ‘ bg ees nl iid. wat 4 =? “ : Q ° wy Cie aes A " p “ a fe : Cina baer ee oe ~ . r 44 ~ ° P f Paik + a ee z 2 ce ner ¥ r 
"oa eS PRR ‘ Te oes ey ae + Seiyinatsisthahe peat teil ses 5 ala ® ~ taped SEE eee eth ee RE oh Oar ean Aes hemi: ‘ake 2482) ae : Bh sina SEs RO ts Ba es ae ‘ ote . oo * ee 
. ‘ regi Ae oe ae AS * “ Z Eo eae , tp ah ae” Be eA Dee Ai ees a4 es Rally Fp OFS ng ia Be ieee: Se ES Re Ne f He a eas TEAR Re *Oy ao" y 
maihitens sy ke es Ee hg, phi CEA ets cindy tp a w Pee Sal ARO Ee ae Re Fen as aR ey eke SS %, Pea Bie ee bee! oe hap : 0: po DUPE RCAC ES Py, a ae , 
netety. SRE ee te Ee ey ek eRe aM RCS bri i ebicesriss NE SE UNE eee KER ae ae? SOY ee RES ekg Watery 4oa8 SEI Foy NN re RE he ae ta § a reine Ph, te ae age, 4 or, 2 ES OL Pe ea = ’ 
ee Bete Tae BRE ae ne Fates Aas Mey me ope MO” ie tan ets, Rie ee OP Sn hig Se Ree eee, SARS 4 ace See ela) Cope Pe ae ai, 2 See brihen ee RAS LE . . «hte we pea a ick ; - Wee: et 
SE eee LENE ds RU | oe MO ET ce ge Wace aN CE ant ir.. ‘ 5 Rake Ae Pg BRET SIR SO IN BLS Ect A ig we ‘ ee aes ee . . : : - P ane , eee 
> a =t y pai A , +t oS Ue eee ae nake ; » “Ne ort iF 4 Zs : ic a See ra ss * " 4 x es . Pr A ‘ 7 “ P ‘ 
ra, & hte’ By RS AOS EIS Te et Fore gh OF me i Pa © t* ph has tae ’ tha y . el eel i . 4 
ORF uC GOEL Ce be yt Pe es Py 3k ss ; 3 ie ae , sarc bs inane ey i 
wal, es ee Sa LS Se ee ae A FS eae Pk rt wwe 5 > ce 4 eae ; sth shale , 
At Cae: GOs Seg as ¥ . ie tess 
<t ‘ raph NS SS SLES 


HiraVaD!, 
April 5th, 1901. 


Mgpini1 BaNDHAV, 
April 8rd, 1901, 


Sri Sri VISHNU 
PRIYA-0- 
ANANDA BazaRB 
PaTRiKA, 


April 3rd, 1901, © 


Sai Ski VisHnu 
PRIYA-o- 

ANaDa Bazar 
PaRiKa. 


( 236 ) 


34. A correspondent writes in the sime paper that the want of a sufficient | 
7 number of waggons has been causing great loss 
to the uative owners of coal mines for the last . two 
or three years. An English company easily gets 10 or 15 waggons, while the 
native companies at Barakar cannot get even one waggon without difficulty, | 


A railway complaint. 


(h)— General. 


35. The Medint Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 3rd April says that the 
postal authorities have expressed their intention 
, Insufficient number of post peons to have three postal deliveries daily in Midnapore 
—— town. The first delivery will be at 74 a.m., the 
second at 1 p.M., and the third at 54 p.m. Peons will get one hour’s leave from 
12 noon to 1 p.m. for their midday meal. Midnapore has seven post peons, . 
and if there be three deliveries daily there, each of them will have a circuit of 
about 6 miles to make in connection with each delivery. Considering these 
circumstances, Government should increase the number of peons in that town, 
because, first, one hour is quite insufficient for the purposes of bathing and 
dining when after the first delivery the peon returns home quite exhausted ; and, 
second, a regular walk of some 20 miles votes’ f day is almost an impossibility. 
The second delivery should be at 2 p.m. instead of at 1 P.M. 


86. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
“elena 3rd po a writes as follows :— 

Lord Curzon's Budget speech. ew good speakers like Lord Curzon have 
come out to India as Governors-General, and the speeches His Excellency has 
delivered since he came to this country have been he much admired by many 

ple. It is a matter of regret, however, that these nice speeches contain 
very little which is calculated to inspire India with hope. In his recent Budget 
speech, His Excellency dwelt on many important topics, as every Viceroy 
must do. And he took credit on behalf of the Government of India for the 
foresight with which and the satisfactory manner in which it has performed 
its duty. He said: ‘‘ We may compliment ourselves upon good work done ” 
But many people would have found it difficult to discover what good work had 
been done by his Guvernment, if it had not been pointed out by the Viceroy 
himself. We fail to see what good work has been done in regard to the . Cooly 
Bill. His Excellency said that the Bill was passed with ‘ general consent.” 
But in what sense did His Lordship use the expression “ general consent ?” 

In another part of the speech His Excellency said that from a considera- 
tion of the revenue collections for the past year, it was clear that the dark days 
of the country were drawing to a close. These hopeful words may reassure 
peor in far off Europe and America, but they will not bring comfort to the 

ndians who are on the point of death from starvation. The Finance Member 
is dreaming a happy dream. He sees everywhere in the country bright indi- 
cations of bappiness and prosperity, and a vision of India dancing in wild joy 
before him with the newly lighted lamp of hope and progress in her hand. He 
gathers from the revenue returns that though there was a loss of revenue owing 
to the depreciation in the indigo and cotton industries in consequence of famine 
and plague, there was a large increase of revenue on other heads. If that was 
the case, how to account for the necessity of borrowing two crores ? Cheered 
by the ray of light seen by the Finance Member in his dream, the Viceroy 
has aesured us that the day of India’s happiness is not far distant. But is it 
possible or proper for those who tread the stern path of duty to hold out an 
assurance which is after all based ona dream ? And is Lord Curzon ignorant 
of the real condition of the Indian people ? It is not many days since a large 
number of people died of starvation before his very eyes, and the alarm and 
uneasiness caused by the gloomy condition of the country led him to appen 
to Europe and America for pecuniary assistance. How can His Excellenc 
forget his recent experiences on the strength of the Finance Members 
imaginary picture? ‘That picture will not reassure us. We know :for certain 
that India is sinking inch by inch to the deepest abyss of ruin. ie 


37. A correspondent of the same paper complains that the peons of the 
Mugbaria post office in the -Midnapore district 
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enough - neither the law nor the authorities who enforce it are to blame 


miscarriage of justice is very 


the present. Viceroy, respectively, shows how eager and anxious the authorities Cash 

are to protect the lives of their native subjects... But the undue favouritism on ee 

the part of European Judges and European Jurymen for their fellow-countryn 

r the p 

Does it think that cases of miscarriage of justice are really very r : ) 

does it think of the murder of the tailor in Fort William by Sullivan 

accused’s madness? The present generation has forgotten all about th | . 

case. But the Fuller case has been repeated many a time since. . Is this nc : oe 

matter of deep regret? Government certainly does not desire that there’shor | ee 

be oppression or miscarriage of justice, and so it is always eager to chec 3 

lawlessness. It is not too much to expect that all subjects, whether Euro | . oe 

or Natives, will help Government in this matter. It is perfectly unintell | ee 

why a powerful organ of the Anglo-Indian community like the: Pioneer 4) : : ae 

suddenly find fault with the authorities for their good intentions. Li ae 

Pioneer remember that it is not so easy to put a stop to oppressions as to. fin - Pee 

fault with Lord Curzon Weare sure that as the Pioncer loves peers Ce i 
Oo | 


justice and hates oppression, it will not fail to appreciate the noble motive a 
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Mr. Forrest, Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Jalpaiguri. 


says t 


43. The same paper 
pings the po 


unintelligible. If people die in _ putana, why should the population of the 


The present census has placed the Government in a false position. So long 
the authorities have said that famines and epidemics do but little harm in 
India, and that the population is rapidly increasing; but this is disproved by 
the figures of the present census. The plague and the famine are making .a cruel 

havoc among the people of India. Kut Government still sings the old song 
and says that the comfort and peace-conferred by the British Government on 


the people of India is such as was never before conferred by any other Govern- 
ment on their peeple. : Bene 


The fact is that India has neither gained nor lost much under the British 
rule, It now occupies almost the same position as it occupied before, The 
population of the country: has rather decreased than increased within the last 
fifty years. ‘The present condition of the country is rather alarming than 
hopeful. -The plague and the. famine are troubling the country, but the 
Government is not to be blamed for that. CRS oe es, 


-  HI.—Leer.ation, ue ae. ) ro, 
BuurMm, |. 44, The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 6th April is sorry that Lord 
April 6th, 1901. Set: - Curzon has issued orders prohibiting the India 
Lord Carson's orders about the’ press from publishing any interpellation made in 
publication of interpellations in: "s , any gh ee 
newspapers. the Supreme Legislative Council before it is dis- 
posed of by that Council A highminded and 


sagacious officer like Lord Curzon was not expected to adopt such a measure., 


- 


V.—PmosPecrs OF THE CROPS. AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPL. 


"Cus Mm, 45. The Charu Mikir [Mymensingh] of the 2nd April says that for want : 
April 2nd, 1901. yt Ea een Of rain the bor paddy crop.in the Mymensingh | 
 ingh deta he MT’. district ea wer likely to pore, w i te : “he , 

rice market is steadily ring. 
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46. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 3rd April says that. succes: Mxonn Busy 


give inundations in the years 1899 and 1900 have 

Famine m the Midnapore dis- J 446 the condition of the people of the Savanga 

per - pargana in the Midnapore district extremely misers 

able. Many are living on vegetables only. News of death from starvation are 
coming from many places. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


47. The Mitarads Ta of the 5th April writes as follows:— 

- Phe Bengalis are beginning to take increased 
et iaae as patron interest in their own literature, but the new rules 
ee for the selection of the text-books are calculated 
to retard its progress. Itis highly gratifying to see that His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor has consented to become a patron of the Sahitya Sabha, 
Sir John Woodburn has all along taken a keen interest in Bengali literature. 
Long before he became the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal he accorded his 

atronage to “ The poets of Bengal” and “ Vidyapati,” two works by the 

| Editor of the Aiéavadi newspaper, and sent an autograph letter to that effect 
to the author. re 
48, The following is an extract from an article in the sam 

paper :— 


Seam, Paes ane yReneNe Large-hearted Englishmen of these days foel 


as much disgusted at the conduct of their narrow-minded fellow-countrymen — 


as did the large-hearted Englishmen of the past. But there is this difference, 
that while honourable Englishmen of the past used openly to blame their 
narrow-minded fellow-countrymen in meetings where they came together, the 
large-minded Englishmen of the present day cannot do the same. Moral 
courage like that which has just been shown by only one Cotton of Assam and 
only one Pennell of Noakhali was shown in the past by many Englishmen 


like Eden, Beadon, Grant, Seton-Karr, and Thuillier. Grant, Eden, Seton- | 


Karr, and mary other Englishmen did not feel the least hesitation in exposing 
the faults of pdice-pinete, but at the present time Cotton is the only English- 
man who ventured freely to expose the faults of tea-planters. 

There is as much reason now as there was in the past for condemning 
bad Englishmen. The facts and figures adduced by Cotton to expose the 
faults of certain tea-planters were not less, if not more, convincing than those 
which were quoted by Eden and Grant in exposing the shortcomings of bad 
indigo-planters. But while in days gone by indigo-planters were condemned 
by many god-like Englishmen, very few good Englishmen of the present da 
are heard to blame tea-planters. We never saw an Englishman show inf 
moral courage as Mr. Cotton showed the other day in the Viceroy’s Legislative 
Council. A comparison between high-minded Englishmen of the past and of 
the present day may not show any difference between the two parties as 
regards the possession of qualities of the heart, but it will clearly show what a 
wide gulf exists between them in the matter of showing practical courage. 
T'wo instances will illustrate this. The “Black Act” of Lord Dalhousie, 
passed in 1849, evoked a storm of indignation from the Anglo-Indian com- 
munity. Habu Ram Gopal Ghosh, a Bengali speaker and merchant, the 
“ Demosthenes of Bengal,” as the London Times styled him, wrote a pamphlet 
in which he completely refuted the arguments of the Anglo-Indian community 
against the Act. Most Englishmen in this country were exasperated at the 
action of Ram Gopal and formed a conspiracy for the purpose of insulting 
him. Babu Ram Gopal was the Vice-President of the Agri-Horticultura 
Society, and the European members of that body at a meeting removed him 
from the membership of the Society as well as from its Vice-Presidentship 
Ram Gopal did not mind the insult. But it was more than what a certain 
European member of the Society could brook. Sir Cecil Beadon was 
infuriated at the unjust treatment accorded by the European members tu Ram 
Eee and oe ee cut Re his omnes with reg ; os any 
“nglishman of the present day give such a proof of high-mindedness, even 
it be had the aed do it ? Me ce 7 glee aes 
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Dr. Rajendra Lal Mitra was a member of the Photographic Society: At 
a meeting of that Society in 1857 the Doctor said something against bad indigo- 
planters. For this offence the European members of the Society called upon 
the Doctor at its meeting of the 19th August 1857 to leave it. Major Thuillier 
who also was present at the meeting had the magnanimity to protest against the 
conduct of his fellow-countrymen, but failed to bring them to their senses. But 
the moment the Doctor was expelled from the meeting, Major Thuillier too 
left it. 

Her late Majesty, Empress Victoria, had in Her Proclamation of 1858 
warned Englishmen in India to be very careful in their dealings with the 
natives of the land. But even after this she had often cause to be sorry that 
her warning was unheeded. In writing to Lord Northbrook in 1875, Her 
Majesty again expressed the hope that Englishmen in Inia would not ill-treat 
the natives of the country, but would look upon them as children of the same 
Almighty Father, whose children they themselves were, and treat them with 
Christian charity. Not to Lord Northbrook alone, but She wrote the same 
thing to many other men of position and influence. However, in this respect 
matters have not improved in the least. 

49. The Prativas: | Calcutta] of the 8th April has the following:— 

3 Raja Peary Mohon- Mukherjee and Babu 
Fs as peace-makers be- Manohar Mukherjee of Utterpara are both influen- 

een rival zamindars. ‘ ; 
tial zamindars, For the last few years they have 
not been on good terms with each other, and constant litigation is going on 
between them. The other day Mr. Faulder, Commissioner of the Burdwan 
Division, paid a visit to Babu Jote Kumar Mukherjee, zamindar of Utterpara. 


_ If he kindly pays another visit to the place and bringing together the rival © 


parties gives them a piece of advice, it will do good not only to them, but to the 
country. In 1881 there was a quarrel between the late Gunni Mia, K.c.s.1, 
Nawab of Dacca, and his relatives, and a suit was instituted. This was brought 
to an amicable settlement by the arbitration of Sir Ashley Eden, the then 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. The quarrel between the ~ ate brothers. of 
Pathuriaghata, Calcutta, is also said to iiave been made up by Sir John Edgar. 
Are there no more men like Sir Ashley Eden and Sir John Edgar in Bengal? 

- 90. Referring to Mr. Cotion’s labours in ¢onnection with the Assam 
Labour and Emigration Act, the Dacca (azette 
[Dacca] of the 8th April says that Mr. Cotton had 
been long known as a friend of India, and now he has earned the respect and 
gratitude of every Indian by standing for the helpless cooly. He is now 


on a tour through Assam, and is being received everywhere with love and 
reverence. 


Mr Cotton. 


Urrya PApPeErs. 


51. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 30th March is sorry to learn that 

i ee the plague has made its appearance in Chandbali 
tDreak of Plagne in Orissa in Balasore and Jajpur in Cuttack, and hopes that 
it may not spread further. : 
52, The same paper cites the example of the Maharaja of Jodhpur, who 
made himself subject to plague vaccination, with 
the object of inducing his subjects to do the same, 


and observes that other eminent men and men of position and influence 


Plague inoculation. 


should follow the example of the Maharaja. 


63. Referring to the letter of Government addressed to the Secretary, 
Balasore National Society, on the subject of 
printing village cadastral maps for sale to the 
landed interest in Orissa, the same paper points out that the price of these 
useful and interesting documents should be less than the cost incurred in 
taking copies of the same from the collectorates. | 
54. The same paper states-thet the 27th March last was a festival day 
EP OD at Bhuvaneswar, and about one lakh of pilgrims 
as had congregated there to see the god in his car 

on the Asokastami day. The railway arrangements were, however, very bad. 
Many pilgrims had to spend several hours in the open maidan before they 
could succed in securing accommodation in the third class carriages. ‘The 


Price of cadastral maps. 
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writer hopes that these oft-repeated complaints about want of accommodation 
in the third class carriages attract the attention of the authorities responsi- 
ble for the comfort and well-being of railway passengers. Meee ert : 
55. Referring to the — oT oar of Paging has issued to 

: , the tenants of the Cuttac as mahal, askin 

ote and them to abandon their holdings in case they ie 
unable to pay advance rents within four days, the 

same paper points out that this notice is irregular and questionable in the 
face of the facts that a provision of 10 per cent. interest on arrear rents 
is in the patta of each tenant, that a collecting staff, consisting of one 
tahsildar and several peons, is in existence, and that the Public Demands 
Recovery Act is i at the disposal of the Collector. The tenants do 
not deserve exceptionally severe treatment simply because they are the khas 


tenants of Government. The writer regrets that many poor and ignorant 
tenants have become terror-stricken on the receipt of the alleged notice, 
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